
                           

 

 
  

 

Shoplifting Prevention 
With Christmas upon us, many of us will be out fighting the crowds and shopping!  When shopping, how 
observant are you?  How cautious are you with your purse?  Do you lock your vehicle and remove valuables?  
We all need to do our part to see crime, report it and/or prevent it from happening! 
 
Over the past few years, shoplifting has increased 33%.  Shoplifting is larceny...taking property with intent to 
deprive the rightful owner.  Shoplifting is a national epidemic of theft.  It affects all of us in one way or 
another.  Here are some things you may not know about shoplifting 

*Out of every dollar you spend in a store $.2-.3 cents goes to pay for the things shoplifters take and to 
pay for security measures to fight shoplifting. 

 *$5 Billion in merchandise is stolen from stores every year. 
*1 person in 10 is a shoplifter. 
*Retail losses are 2-3% of total sales, enough to cancel out profits for many stores.   

All kinds of people shoplift.  There is no such thing as the “typical” shoplifter.  However, young juveniles 
make up about 40% of all shoplifters.  Furthermore, girls greatly out-number boys.  Most of these young people 
(age 18 and under) come from middle-income, suburban homes.  Shoplifters can also be average customers.  
People from all economic, educational and family backgrounds.  Internal theft committed by store employees is 
another type of shoplifter.  These employees range from stock clerks to top executives.   
 
Know what to look for.  Shoplifters often use bulky clothing that is easy to hide merchandise in.  They also use 
packages, bags, backpacks and purses.  Be aware of customer’s hands-and their pockets, purses, handkerchiefs 
etc.  Watch for customers who are nervous, have wandering eyes, are loitering or lingering in hidden areas. As 
a customer, most shoplifters won’t suspect that you are watching them.  Just pay a bit more attention as you are 
out and about!  Observe secretly, you’ll be surprised.  Also, watch what items your children are coming home 
with.  Ask questions.   
 
As you can see shoplifting is a serious issue that we are facing in today’s society.  Therefore, it is very 
important that you learn how to prevent shoplifting from happening. It’s going to take individual and 
community concern to put an end to shoplifting.  If you see it, report it.  You and other shoppers end up paying 
for what the shoplifter takes.  So if you see someone shoplifting, let store authorities know about it.  There is 
too much apathy as far as crime is concerned.   
 
Furthermore, when shopping, watch where you put your purse.  Leaving a purse unoccupied for even a few 
seconds could be detrimental.  Zip it up, carry it close to your body with one hand on it at all times!   
 
Lastly, be vigilant when it comes to your vehicle parked at shopping centers.  Always lock the doors and 
remove the valuables even if it is just for a couple of minutes.  Happy shopping! 
 
 
Amy Bryant 
Sandy City Police Department 
Crime Prevention Specialist 
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November 2008 
Sandy City 
Offenses 

Flat 
Iron 

Canyon Dimple 
Dell 

Bluff Auto 
Mall 

South 
Towne 

Jordan Historic Total 

Aggravated Assault 0 1 0 1 0 0 3 1 6 
Alcohol Offenses 5 2 0 0 1 1 15 12 36 
Animal Problems 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Arson 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Burglary 12 0 5 2 6 5 8 8 46 
Death Calls 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 
Disorderly 3 1 1 0 4 2 7 7 25 
Domestics 8 6 2 2 6 4 12 23 63 
Drug Offenses 8 3 2 0 8 5 33 25 84 
Forgeries & Frauds 3 0 0 0 5 2 10 10 30 
Homicides 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Juvenile Problems 4 0 1 2 11 5 22 11 56 
Kidnappings 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Property Offenses 20 6 6 6 21 11 28 14 112 
Protective Orders 1 0 0 0 4 2 0 2 9 
Robbery 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 
Sex offenses 1 2 0 0 6 2 2 0 13 
Simple Assault 4 6 2 3 10 5 11 26 67 
Suspicious Calls 1 2 1 1 5 2 16 4 32 
Theft 19 6 1 3 18 42 25 55 169 
Threats 2 1 2 1 9 1 4 4 24 
Traffic Crashes 17 12 2 5 22 15 52 38 163 
Trespassing 0 2 2 0 2 0 4 3 13 
Vehicle Burglary 25 12 4 1 27 15 38 36 158 
Vehicle Theft 3 0 1 0 5 1 2 6 18 
Warrant Service 2 1 0 1 6 1 15 18 44 
Weapons Offense   2 0 0 0 1 0 3 2 8 
Total 147 63 34 28 177 122 310 306 1,187 
Flat Iron- Canyon-1300 E to the East border, North border to 9400 S;   1300 E to the East border, 9400 S to the Gully;  
Dimple Dell- Bluff- 1300 E to the East border, 10350 S to 11400 S;   1300 E to the East border, 11400 S to South 
border;  South Towne- Auto Mall- West border to 1300 E, Gully to 10600 S;   West border to 1300 E, 10600 S to South 
border;  Historic- Jordan- West border to 1300 E, North border to 9000 S;   West border to 1300 E, 9000 S to the Gully 

 

UPCOMING QUARTERLY TRAINING  
MEETING  

Thursday, January 29, 2008 
 7:00 PM 

Police Training Room  
10000 S Centennial Pkwy – East 

Entrance  


